
From slavery for freedom 

 

Introduction 
The book of Exodus 
The book of Exodus is a narrative – a story.  It’s the true story of how Yahweh – 
the creator God of the Universe, and the personal God of Abraham, Isaac 
and Jacob – came to the rescue of his people.  He defeated the Egyptian 
superpower which had enslaved them and opposed him, and led them in 
their millions on a journey towards freedom. 
For the Jewish people it is their origin story – explaining how their nation 
came into being.  It shapes how they think about their freedom, their land, 
their national identity, their customs, and their God. 
But it is a story without an ending.  It finishes while the Israelites are still on the 
journey – and still beset with problems both around them and within them. 
Jesus made it clear that he came to complete this Exodus1 – God’s rescue of 
his people from slavery to freedom.  He frequently referred back to the first 
Exodus story to illustrate and explain his mission.  He fulfils the law2.  He is the 

 
1 Luke 9:31 
2 Matthew 5:17-18 



living water3.  He is the true manna4.  He is the lamb who lays down his life5.  
He is the one ‘lifted up’ like the snake6. 

Why should we study it? 
In 40 chapters the book of Exodus gives a ‘miniature’ of the whole story of 
salvation – and it is carefully constructed so that we can understand 
ourselves, our enemy, and our God accurately in that story. 
It shows us: 

1. There is a war on and there are captives; 
2. God warns his enemies and shows them consequences; 
3. God saves through justice and mercy; 
4. God’s salvation & provision teach trust; 
5. saved people who trust God can become more like him; 
6. God makes it possible for people to draw near him; 
7. God provides a mediator committed to his people; 
8. but the story doesn’t end with Moses. 

We need constant reminders that we’re part of a better story than the one 
that culture and the media feed us.  What a gift to have all the bones of 
God’s story carefully set out in miniature in one book.  It will remind us of the 
unseen realities behind world events, the character of our God, the nature of 
our sin problem, the means of God’s rescuing grace, the place of God’s law 
in the life of a disciple, and the way the story will end. 
We all need this, but especially for those of us who are new disciples it is 
good to have a single compact book to go to remind ourselves of God’s 
whole story and our place in it. 

How should we study it? 
1. It is a narrative, so we will read and study it as a narrative.  We can’t read 

through 40 chapters in 8 sittings so we will read edited extracts – but they 
will be chosen to tell the whole story, in its natural sequence, as it unfolds.  
Each week we will remind ourselves of where we are up to in the story. 

2. It is a structured narrative, so we will pay attention to the structure - 
studying the idea behind each ‘episode’ as each part of the story unfolds. 

3. It is an unfinished story, but we know and love the ending – Jesus.  
Therefore, we will show, regularly, how Jesus completes the story. 

4. It is a picture of Jesus’ Exodus, so we will draw on the parts of the story that 
illustrate Jesus’ Exodus and show how they help us understand him and his 
work better.  

 
3 John 4:13-14 
4 John 6:32-33 
5 John 1:29 
6 John 3:14-15 



The structure of the book 

Section theme Chapter summary 

1. (1-5) There is a war on, and there 
are captives 

2. Egypt resists God’s promises 
3. God prepares Moses 
4. God calls Moses 
5. Moses responds 
6. Egypt resists God’s rescue 

2. (6-10) God warns his enemies and 
shows them consequences 

7. The covenant is repeated 
8. The pattern: snakes and blood 
9. Frogs, gnats and flies 
10. Livestock, boils and hail 
11. Locusts and darkness 

3. (11-15) God saves through justice 
and mercy 

12. The destruction of Egypt’s firstborn 
13. Passover 
14. The firstborn belong to God 
15. Through the sea 
16. Song, Marah and Elim 

4. (16-19) God’s salvation & provision 
teach trust 

17. Manna and quail 
18. Water and victory 
19. Jethro’s advice and leadership 
20. God himself at Sinai 

5. (20-24) Saved people, who trust 
God, can become more like him 

21. Ten commandments 
22. Servants and injuries 
23. Property and social care 
24. Social justice and rest, festivals and protection 
25. National covenant (no. 3) 

6. (25-31) God makes it possible for 
people to draw near him 

26. Sacred objects 
27. Tabernacle 
28. Courtyard and altar 
29. Priestly clothing 
30. Consecration 
31. Washing, anointing and incense 
32. Craftsmen, tables and end of meeting 

7. (32-25) God provides a mediator 
committed to his people 

33. The Golden Calf 
34. Moses’ mediation 
35. Renewal of the covenant 
36. Moses delivers God’s words 

8. (36-40) But the story doesn’t end 
with Moses 

37. Instructions carried out: tabernacle 
38. Instructions carried out: inner objects 
39. Instructions carried out: outer objects 
40. Instructions carried out: clothing 
41. They build it and God comes 



The weekly readings & themes 
1. There is a war on, and there are captives (Exodus 1-5 – HC week) 

1:6 Now Joseph and all his brothers and all that generation died, 7 but the Israelites were 
exceedingly fruitful; they multiplied greatly, increased in numbers and became so 
numerous that the land was filled with them. 
22 Then Pharaoh gave this order to all his people: “Every Hebrew boy that is born you must 
throw into the Nile, but let every girl live.” 

2 Now a man of the tribe of Levi married a Levite woman, 2 and she became pregnant 
and gave birth to a son. When she saw that he was a fine child, she hid him for three 
months. 3 But when she could hide him no longer, she got a papyrus basket for him and 
coated it with tar and pitch. Then she placed the child in it and put it among the 
reeds along the bank of the Nile. 
5 Then Pharaoh’s daughter went down to the Nile to bathe, and her attendants were 
walking along the riverbank. She saw the basket among the reeds and sent her female 
slave to get it. 6 She opened it and saw the baby. He was crying, and she felt sorry for him. 
“This is one of the Hebrew babies,” she said. 10b She named him Moses, saying, “I drew him 
out of the water.” 
11 One day, after Moses had grown up, he went out to where his own people were and 
watched them at their hard labour. He saw an Egyptian beating a Hebrew, one of his 
own people.12 Looking this way and that and seeing no one, he killed the Egyptian and 
hid him in the sand. 
15 When Pharaoh heard of this, he tried to kill Moses, but Moses fled from Pharaoh and 
went to live in Midian. 
23 During that long period, the king of Egypt died. The Israelites groaned in their 
slavery and cried out, and their cry for help because of their slavery went up to God. 

3 Now Moses was tending the flock of Jethro his father-in-law, the priest of Midian, and he 
led the flock to the far side of the wilderness and came to Horeb, the mountain of 
God. 2 There the angel of the LORD appeared to him in flames of fire from within a 
bush. Moses saw that though the bush was on fire it did not burn up. 
7 The LORD said, “I have indeed seen the misery of my people in Egypt. I have heard them 
crying out because of their slave drivers, and I am concerned about their suffering. 8a So I 
have come down to rescue them from the hand of the Egyptians and to bring them up 
out of that land into a good and spacious land, a land flowing with milk and honey. 10 So 
now, go. I am sending you to Pharaoh to bring my people the Israelites out of Egypt.”  14b 

This is what you are to say to the Israelites: ‘I am has sent me to you.’” 15 God also said to 
Moses, “Say to the Israelites, ‘The LORD the God of your fathers—the God of Abraham, 
the God of Isaac and the God of Jacob—has sent me to you.’ 

4:13 But Moses said, “Pardon your servant, Lord. Please send someone else.” 14 Then 
the Lord’s anger burned against Moses and he said, “What about your brother, Aaron the 
Levite? I know he can speak well. He is already on his way to meet you, and he will be 
glad to see you. 15 You shall speak to him and put words in his mouth; I will help both of 
you speak and will teach you what to do. 16 He will speak to the people for you, and it will 
be as if he were your mouth and as if you were God to him. 17 But take this staff in your 
hand so you can perform the signs with it.” 

5 Moses and Aaron went to Pharaoh and said, “This is what the Lord, the God of Israel, 
says: ‘Let my people go, so that they may hold a festival to me in the wilderness.’” 
2 Pharaoh said, “Who is the LORD, that I should obey him and let Israel go? I do not know 
the LORD and I will not let Israel go.” 



6 That same day Pharaoh gave this order to the slave drivers and overseers in charge of 
the people: 7 “You are no longer to supply the people with straw for making bricks; let 
them go and gather their own straw. 

Reflections 
The section begins and ends with clear messages that the Pharaohs (and 
therefore Egypt) oppose God and his plans. 
• In 1:6 God is keeping his promises to Abraham by making his offspring ‘as 

numerous as the stars in the sky’; this is the nation that God will use to bless 
all nations7.  Yet in 1:22 Pharaoh orders an infanticide on those very 
offspring of Abraham. 

• Then, at the end of our section, in 5:2, the next Pharaoh sets himself up in 
direct opposition to God saying, ‘Who is the Lord, that I should obey him 
and let Israel go? I do not know the Lord and I will not let Israel go.’ 

Later, in the Psalms and prophets, the nation of Egypt (like the city of 
Babylon) comes to represent the dominion of darkness8 – all that sets itself up 
in opposition to God. 
Thus, the story begins with open warfare between the LORD (the I AM of the 
cosmos and the personal God of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob), and Egypt 
(the ‘dominion of darkness’).  Several things are worth noting: 
1. There are real, spiritual and demonic forces standing in opposition to God 

and his plans.  Watch for the signs of the hidden evil behind Egypt as the 
story unfolds.  The same is true today. 

2. God’s plan is to bless the world through his chosen people9 (this is why he 
reveals himself both as the cosmic God of all, and as the personal and 
particular God of his people)10.  He is still the world’s God and our God. 

3. The forces of darkness oppose God’s plans by keeping his people 
captive11, and escalates their slavery as God begins his rescuing work12.  
The New Testament uses the same language of our condition today. 

4. God will achieve his plans by sending a saviour13 (though the account 
makes the fallible nature of this proto-saviour very clear indeed!)14. 

5. God is a planner who works out his plans in ordinary ways behind the 
scenes15 – which means that we might not see them, or we might be part 
of them without knowing it. 

  

 
7 Genesis 12:3 
8 Colossian 1:13 
9 Exodus 1:6; Genesis 12:1-3 
10 Exodus 3:14-15 
11 Exodus 2:11 
12 Exodus 5:6 
13 Exodus 3:10 
14 Exodus 4:13 
15 Exodus 2:1-10 



2. God warns his enemies, and shows them consequences (Exodus 6-10 – AA week) 
• We will play a video (part of ‘the 10 plagues’) 
• We will also read the following from chapter 9. 

913 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Get up early in the morning, confront Pharaoh and say 
to him, ‘This is what the Lord, the God of the Hebrews, says: Let my people go, so that 
they may worship me, 14 or this time I will send the full force of my plagues against you 
and against your officials and your people, so you may know that there is no one like me 
in all the earth. 
22 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Stretch out your hand toward the sky so that hail will fall all 
over Egypt—on people and animals and on everything growing in the fields of Egypt.” 
26 The only place it did not hail was the land of Goshen, where the Israelites were. 
27 Then Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron. “This time I have sinned,” he said to them. 
“The Lord is in the right, and I and my people are in the wrong. 28 Pray to the Lord, for we 
have had enough thunder and hail. I will let you go; you don’t have to stay any longer.” 
34 When Pharaoh saw that the rain and hail and thunder had stopped, he sinned again: 
He and his officials hardened their hearts. 

Reflections 
Pharaoh has decided to resist God and his plans.  Now we see glimpse of 
how God deals with those who directly oppose him.  He warns.  He allows 
consequences, and he patiently keeps giving fresh chances. 
Looking from the outside it’s obvious that Pharaoh is no contest for God.  He 
looks crazy and ridiculous for carrying on in stubborn resistance as his world 
goes falls into ruin around his ears.  But maybe we’re not so different from 
Pharaoh by nature. 
• The middle plagues are ‘de-creation’; they’re what happens when God 

stops holding everything in balance; that means they’re a picture of hell 
where God’s order and blessing is removed. 

• Like the Israelites in Goshen, we’re only safe because God is holding 
creation together moment by moment.  (Christ is before all things, and in 
him all things hold together16.) 

• God warns rebels how bad it will be for them without him.  He warns again 
and again in detail, and he’s very patient. 

• Pharaoh has moments of regret and fear of God, but he always changes 
his mind.  Regret and fear don’t change people; only a soft hear can turn 
to God. 

  

 
16 Colossians 1:17 



3. God saves through justice and mercy (Exodus 11-15 – HC week) 
11 Now the Lord had said to Moses, “I will bring one more plague on Pharaoh and on 
Egypt. After that, he will let you go from here, and when he does, he will drive you out 
completely. 
4 So Moses said, “This is what the Lord says: ‘About midnight I will go throughout 
Egypt. 5a Every firstborn son in Egypt will die, from the firstborn son of Pharaoh, who sits on 
the throne, to the firstborn son of the female slave, who is at her hand mill. 

12 21 Then Moses summoned all the elders of Israel and said to them, “Go at once and 
select the animals for your families and slaughter the Passover lamb. 22 Take a bunch of 
hyssop, dip it into the blood in the basin and put some of the blood on the top and on 
both sides of the doorframe. None of you shall go out of the door of your house until 
morning. 23 When the Lord goes through the land to strike down the Egyptians, he will see 
the blood on the top and sides of the doorframe and will pass over that doorway, and he 
will not permit the destroyer to enter your houses and strike you down. 
29a At midnight the Lord struck down all the firstborn in Egypt. 
31 During the night Pharaoh summoned Moses and Aaron and said, “Up! Leave my 
people, you and the Israelites! Go, worship the Lord as you have requested. 32 Take your 
flocks and herds, as you have said, and go. And also bless me.” 

13 3 Then Moses said to the people, “Commemorate this day, the day you came out of 
Egypt, out of the land of slavery, because the Lord brought you out of it with a mighty 
hand. 
11 “After the Lord brings you into the land of the Canaanites and gives it to you, as he 
promised on oath to you and your ancestors, 12a you are to give over to the Lord the first 
offspring of every womb. 
20 After leaving Sukkoth they camped at Etham on the edge of the desert. 21 By day 
the Lord went ahead of them in a pillar of cloud to guide them on their way and by night 
in a pillar of fire to give them light, so that they could travel by day or night. 

14 5 When the king of Egypt was told that the people had fled, Pharaoh and his officials 
changed their minds about them and said, “What have we done? We have let the 
Israelites go and have lost their services!” 6 So he had his chariot made ready and took his 
army with him. 
19 Then the angel of God, who had been traveling in front of Israel’s army, withdrew and 
went behind them. 
21 Then Moses stretched out his hand over the sea, and all that night the Lord drove the 
sea back with a strong east wind and turned it into dry land. The waters were 
divided,22 and the Israelites went through the sea on dry ground, with a wall of water on 
their right and on their left. 23 The Egyptians pursued them, and all Pharaoh’s horses and 
chariots and horsemen followed them into the sea. 24 During the last watch of the night 
the Lord looked down from the pillar of fire and cloud at the Egyptian army and threw it 
into confusion. 
28 The water flowed back and covered the chariots and horsemen—the entire army of 
Pharaoh that had followed the Israelites into the sea. Not one of them survived. 

15 Then Moses and the Israelites sang this song to the Lord: 

“I will sing to the Lord, 
    for he is highly exalted. 
Both horse and driver 
    he has hurled into the sea. 
2 “The Lord is my strength and my defence; 
    he has become my salvation. 



Reflections 
Pharaoh has chosen to oppose God.  He has become more and more 
stubborn despite powerful but measured warnings as God removes his layers 
of protection and provision.  Now we will see God act in judgement – and 
God’s judgement is a terrible thing.  None of us would survive God’s 
judgement, so as he judges pharaoh, he must also provide a way through 
judgement for his people. 
• The final plague is different.  God is judging sin.  It is the Lord who passes 

through Egypt that midnight17 and he is leading ‘the destroyer’18. 
• God’s justice shows no partiality; he doesn’t judge one person’s sin and 

ignore another’s.  To protect his people, he needs to provide a substitute 
who can die in their place.  This is what the Passover lamb does; it carries 
the cost of the Israelites’ sin.  Here is the clearest Old Testament picture of 
how Jesus (our Passover lamb) will give his life as a substitute for ours. 

• And to lay hold of that protection, every Israelite must take shelter inside a 
lamb-blooded house.  Here is the clearest Old Testament picture of how 
we can and must shelter ‘in Christ’ to receive his protection.  The benefits 
of the Jesus’ death in our place are only ours when we choose to live our 
lives ‘in him’. 

• Those who accept his protection from judgement and live ‘in him’ now 
belong to him19.  We are not our own; we have been bought at a price20. 

• Both protection from judgement (Passover) and passing through the sea 
out of slavery and into the promised land are pictures of how God has 
made a way through death and into everlasting life.  Notice how he 
achieves this through an act where justice and mercy meet.  How much 
more is that true at the cross of Jesus Christ. 

  

 
17 Exodus 12:29 
18 Exodus 12:23 
19 Exodus 13:12 
20 1 Corinthians 6:19-20 



4. God’s salvation & provision teach trust (Exodus 16-19 – HC week) 
15 22b For three days they travelled in the desert without finding water. 23 When they came 
to Marah, they could not drink its water because it was bitter. (That is why the place is 
called Marah.) 24 So the people grumbled against Moses, saying, “What are we to drink?” 
25 Then Moses cried out to the Lord, and the Lord showed him a piece of wood. He threw 
it into the water, and the water became fit to drink. 

16 2 In the desert the whole community grumbled against Moses and Aaron. 3 The Israelites 
said to them, “If only we had died by the Lord’s hand in Egypt! There we sat around pots 
of meat and ate all the food we wanted, but you have brought us out into this desert to 
starve this entire assembly to death.” 
9 Then Moses told Aaron, “Say to the entire Israelite community, ‘Come before the Lord, 
for he has heard your grumbling.’” 10 While Aaron was speaking to the whole Israelite 
community, they looked toward the desert, and there was the glory of the Lord 
appearing in the cloud. 
11 The Lord said to Moses, 12 “I have heard the grumbling of the Israelites. Tell them, ‘At 
twilight you will eat meat, and in the morning you will be filled with bread. Then you will 
know that I am the Lord your God.’” 
13 That evening quail came and covered the camp, and in the morning there was a layer 
of dew around the camp. 14 When the dew was gone, thin flakes like frost on the ground 
appeared on the desert floor.  Moses said to them, “It is the bread the Lord has given you 
to eat. 16 This is what the Lord has commanded: ‘Everyone is to gather as much as they 
need. Take an omer for each person you have in your tent.’” 
17 The Israelites did as they were told; some gathered much, some little. 18 And when they 
measured it by the omer, the one who gathered much did not have too much, and the 
one who gathered little did not have too little. Everyone had gathered just as much as 
they needed. 19 Then Moses said to them, “No one is to keep any of it until morning.” 
20 However, some of them paid no attention to Moses; they kept part of it until morning, 
but it was full of maggots and began to smell. So Moses was angry with them. 
31 The people of Israel called the bread manna.  It was white like coriander seed and 
tasted like wafers made with honey. 32 Moses said, “This is what the Lord has commanded: 
‘Take an omer of manna and keep it for the generations to come, so they can see the 
bread I gave you to eat in the wilderness when I brought you out of Egypt.’” 

17 8 The Amalekites came and attacked the Israelites at Rephidim. 10 So Joshua fought the 
Amalekites as Moses had ordered, and Moses, Aaron and Hur went to the top of the 
hill. 11 As long as Moses held up his hands, the Israelites were winning, but whenever he 
lowered his hands, the Amalekites were winning. 12 When Moses’ hands grew tired, they 
took a stone and put it under him and he sat on it. Aaron and Hur held his hands up—one 
on one side, one on the other—so that his hands remained steady till sunset. 13 So Joshua 
overcame the Amalekite army with the sword. 
14 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Write this on a scroll as something to be remembered and 
make sure that Joshua hears it, because I will completely blot out the name of Amalek 
from under heaven.” 

18 5 Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, together with Moses’ sons and wife, came to him in the 
wilderness, where he was camped near the mountain of God. 8 Moses told his father-in-
law about everything the Lord had done to Pharaoh and the Egyptians for Israel’s sake 
and about all the hardships they had met along the way and how the Lord had saved 
them. 



Reflections 
Pharaoh has been judged and God has brought his people out of slavery.  
But there is a stow-away inside this rescue party – the human heart.  God 
may have taken his people out of trouble, but that’s the easy bit.  Now he 
starts taking the trouble out of his people. 
Their first lesson is to trust him. 
• This whole section is full of episodes where the people struggle and God 

steps in to save them.  They needed his rescue from thirst, hunger and 
attack. 

• There’s more to this than just rescue stories.  God is teaching them to trust 
him.  Each rescue and provision is carefully given to teach his people that 
he can be trusted.  He lets them see their need.  He makes his provision 
obvious.  He gives them things to do that will exercise their trust.  He gives 
them ways to remember these episodes. 

o The water episode teaches them that they would soon lose their lives 
without him (3 days thirst is life-threatening). 

o The manna episode teaches them not to store up ‘just in case’ he 
stops providing. 

o The battle episode teaches them that they’re not strong enough 
without God. 

• God teaches us to trust him in the same ways; think about how the quite 
detailed ways God provides for us and teaches us trust reflect these 
episodes. 

• Are we any better at learning to trust then the Israelites?  How can we 
‘actively remember’ as God teaches them to do? 

  



5. Saved people, who trust God, can become more like him (Exodus 20-24 – AA 
week) 

• We will play a video (the way to stay free) 
• We will also read the following 

19 On the first day of the third month after the Israelites left Egypt—on that very day—they 
came to the Desert of Sinai. 2 After they set out from Rephidim, they entered the Desert of 
Sinai, and Israel camped there in the desert in front of the mountain. 
3 Then Moses went up to God, and the Lord called to him from the mountain and said, 
“This is what you are to say to the descendants of Jacob and what you are to tell the 
people of Israel: 4 ‘You yourselves have seen what I did to Egypt, and how I carried you on 
eagles’ wings and brought you to myself. 5 Now if you obey me fully and keep my 
covenant, then out of all nations you will be my treasured possession. Although the whole 
earth is mine, 6 you will be for me a kingdom of priests and a holy nation.’ These are the 
words you are to speak to the Israelites.” 

20 2 “I am the Lord your God, who brought you out of Egypt, out of the land of slavery. 
3 “You shall have no other gods before me. 
4 “You shall not make for yourself an image in the form of anything in heaven above or on 
the earth beneath or in the waters below. 
7 “You shall not misuse the name of the Lord your God, for the Lord will not hold anyone 
guiltless who misuses his name. 
8 “Remember the Sabbath day by keeping it holy. 
12 “Honor your father and your mother, so that you may live long in the land the Lord your 
God is giving you. 
13 “You shall not murder. 
14 “You shall not commit adultery. 
15 “You shall not steal. 
16 “You shall not give false testimony against your neighbour. 
17 “You shall not covet your neighbour’s house. You shall not covet your neighbour’s wife, 
or his male or female servant, his ox or donkey, or anything that belongs to your 
neighbour.” 

Reflections 
God has taken his people out of their trouble and fully and finally judged the 
enemy that had them trapped.  Now he’s starting to take the trouble out of 
his people.  He started by teaching them to trust him.  Now he wants to 
teach them how to be like him. 
What are rules for?  Sometimes it feels like they’re there to make life difficult – 
like saying you can only come in if you’re wearing a tie.  Sometimes it’s 
obvious that they’re there to help – like ‘be kind and respectful to one-
another’. 
Almost everyone has a bad reaction to rules – even the good ones. 

• We sometimes break the ones that are getting in the way of our plans 
(like the speed limit). 



• We sometimes get cross when we can’t see the point (like ‘don’t walk 
on the grass’). 

• We sometimes ‘just’ obey them with a bad attitude to keep people off 
our back (like ‘you must wear the school uniform’). 

People do this with God’s instructions for the good life too.  We treat them as 
rules and we have a negative reaction to them.  But what a shame to do 
that!  These are given so that we can become the free, holy, beautiful 
people that God made us to be – more like God himself.  To put it simply, 
God’s laws are: 

• A picture – of what God is like 
• A mirror – to show us what we’re really like 
• A gift – to guide us in a better way to live 

Think about a world where everyone lived this way.  Wouldn’t it be amazing! 
  



6. God makes it possible for people to draw near him (Exodus 25-31 – HC week) 
25 The Lord said to Moses, 2 “Tell the Israelites to bring me an offering. You are to receive 
the offering for me from everyone whose heart prompts them to give. 
8 “Then have them make a sanctuary for me, and I will dwell among them. 9 Make this 
tabernacle and all its furnishings exactly like the pattern I will show you. 
10a “Have them make an ark of acacia wood. 21 Place the cover on top of the ark and put 
in the ark the tablets of the covenant law that I will give you. 22 There, above the cover 
between the two cherubim that are over the ark of the covenant law, I will meet with you 
and give you all my commands for the Israelites. 

23a “Make a table of acacia woo. 29 And make its plates and dishes of pure gold, as well 
as its pitchers and bowls for the pouring out of offerings. 30 Put the bread of the 
Presence on this table to be before me at all times. 
31 “Make a lampstand of pure gold. Hammer out its base and shaft, and make its 
flowerlike cups, buds and blossoms of one piece with them. 32 Six branches are to extend 
from the sides of the lampstand—three on one side and three on the other. 

26 “Make [a] tabernacle with ten curtains of finely twisted linen and blue, purple and 
scarlet yarn, with cherubim woven into them by a skilled worker. 
31 “Make a curtain of blue, purple and scarlet yarn and finely twisted linen, with 
cherubim woven into it by a skilled worker. 33b The curtain will separate the Holy Place from 
the Most Holy Place. 34 Put the atonement cover on the ark of the covenant law in the 
Most Holy Place. 35 Place the table outside the curtain on the north side of the tabernacle 
and put the lampstand opposite it on the south side. 

28 “Have Aaron your brother brought to you from among the Israelites, along with his sons 
Nadab and Abihu, Eleazar and Ithamar, so they may serve me as priests. 2 Make sacred 
garments for your brother Aaron to give him dignity and honour. 
6 “Make the ephod of gold, and of blue, purple and scarlet yarn, and of finely twisted 
linen—the work of skilled hands. 9 “Take two onyx stones and engrave on them the names 
of the sons of Israel 12b Aaron is to bear the names on his shoulders as a memorial before 
the Lord. 
36 “Make a plate of pure gold and engrave on it as on a seal: “HOLY TO THE 
LORD”. 37a Fasten a blue cord to it to attach it to [a] turban. 38 It will be on Aaron’s 
forehead, and he will bear the guilt involved in the sacred gifts the Israelites consecrate, 
whatever their gifts may be. It will be on Aaron’s forehead continually so that they will be 
acceptable to the Lord. 

29 “Then you shall ordain Aaron and his sons. 
10 “Bring [a] bull to the front of the tent of meeting, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their 
hands on its head.11 Slaughter it in the Lord’s presence at the entrance to the tent of 
meeting. 14b Burn the bull’s flesh and its hide and its intestines outside the camp.  It is a sin 
offering. 
15 “Take [a] ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. 16 Slaughter it 
and take the blood and splash it against the sides of the altar. 18 Then burn the entire ram 
on the altar. It is a burnt offering to the Lord, a pleasing aroma, a food offering presented 
to the Lord. 
19 “Take [another] ram, and Aaron and his sons shall lay their hands on its head. 20 

Slaughter it, take some of its blood … 21 and some of the anointing oil and sprinkle it on 



Aaron and his garments and on his sons and their garments. Then he and his sons and 
their garments will be consecrated. 
44 “So I will consecrate the tent of meeting and the altar and will consecrate Aaron and 
his sons to serve me as priests.45 Then I will dwell among the Israelites and be their God. 

Reflections 
God has rescued his people from their situation, and now he’s rescuing them 
from themselves.  They’ve had lessons is trust, and instruction in how to live a 
better life.  But that isn’t where the story ends.  God’s real goal is relationship.  
He made us all to walk with him and be close to him, and he’s going to start 
with these special people – drawing close to them. 
But being close to God is no simple matter for sinners – as this week’s 
instruction book shows.  It’s full of images that show us what God wants for us, 
what stands in the way, and how God will finally come close in the person of 
Jesus. 
God wants 

• A closeness like the garden of Eden (with cherubim and beautiful 
plants) 

• An everlasting closeness (repeated phrase ‘at all times’) 
• A closeness that’s with us wherever we go (like the tabernacle) 

But in the way stands 
• Our sin and guilt (see for example Aaron’s plate) 
• God’s white-hot holiness (Holy of Holies) 
• The law that judges sin (in the ark) 

So, God provides 
• A promise of grace (his covenant) 
• A curtain to keep us safe from him for now 
• A priesthood to mediate between us 
• A system of sacrifices to pay for our sin for now 

Here begins a living picture the Israelites will always have with them as a 
reminder that God wants to be close, a graphic display the problems that 
keep us apart, and many, many foretastes of Jesus who will come as their 
tabernacled God, high priestly mediator, and sacrificial lamb. 
  



7. God provides a mediator committed to his people (Exodus 32-35 – AA week) 
• We will watch a video (Golden Calf) 
• We will also read the following 

32 When the people saw that Moses was so long in coming down from the 
mountain, they gathered around Aaron and said, “Come, make us gods who will go 
before us.” 
3 So all the people took off their earrings and brought them to Aaron. 4 He took what they 
handed him and made it into an idol cast in the shape of a calf, fashioning it with a tool. 
Then they said, “These are your gods, Israel, who brought you up out of Egypt.” 
7 Then the Lord said to Moses, “Go down, because your people, whom you brought up 
out of Egypt, have become corrupt. 8 They have been quick to turn away from what I 
commanded them and have made themselves an idol cast in the shape of a calf.” 
30 The next day Moses said to the people, “You have committed a great sin. But now I will 
go up to the Lord; perhaps I can make atonement for your sin.” 
31 So Moses went back to the Lord and said, “Oh, what a great sin these people have 
committed! They have made themselves gods of gold. 32 But now, please forgive their 
sin—but if not, then blot me out of the book you have written.” 

Reflections 
God has rescued his people and brought them near to him.  He’s just finished 
telling them what to do so that he can move right into their camp and be 
with them wherever they go.  But even while he’s still giving those instructions 
to Moses the people break the very first instruction he had given.  They make 
an image of a god – a golden calf. 
What will God do?  Well God is never surprised by our failures.  He has 
already given them a man to plead for them in the form of Moses.  And 
that’s just what Moses does. 
Notice a few things about what Moses does that picture what Jesus will later 
do: 

• He doesn’t make light of the sin – ‘what a great sin’. 
• Yet he loves them enough to try to pay for the sin on their behalf – 

perhaps I can make atonement. 
• And he ties his fate to theirs – if you must blot them out, blot me out too. 

This may be the clearest picture in the whole bible of how Jesus will tie his 
fate to ours.  What a privilege to have a saviour so serious about our sin but 
so committed to us sinners! 
  



8. But the story doesn’t end with Moses (Exodus 36-40 – AA week) 
• We will watch a video (The tabernacle) 
• We will also read the following 

36 2 Then Moses summoned Bezalel and Oholiab and every skilled person to whom 
the Lord had given ability and who was willing to come and do the work. 3 They received 
from Moses all the offerings the Israelites had brought to carry out the work of constructing 
the sanctuary. And the people continued to bring freewill offerings morning after 
morning. 

39 32 So all the work on the tabernacle, the tent of meeting, was completed. 
42 The Israelites had done all the work just as the Lord had commanded Moses. 43 Moses 
inspected the work and saw that they had done it just as the Lord had commanded. So, 
Moses blessed them. 

40 34 Then the cloud covered the tent of meeting, and the glory of the Lord filled the 
tabernacle. 35 Moses could not enter the tent of meeting because the cloud had settled 
on it, and the glory of the Lord filled the tabernacle. 
36 In all the travels of the Israelites, whenever the cloud lifted from above the tabernacle, 
they would set out; 37 but if the cloud did not lift, they did not set out—until the day it 
lifted. 38 So the cloud of the Lord was over the tabernacle by day, and fire was in the 
cloud by night, in the sight of all the Israelites during all their travels. 

Reflections 
We’re coming to the end of the book.  How will God deal with his people 
after all the grumbling in the desert and not trusting him?  How will he deal 
with them after they ignored his very first instruction and made a golden calf 
god to worship? 
Well, there is very good news.  God is not surprised by their failures.  He 
always knew his people where slaves to sin in their hearts, just as much as 
they were slaves to Pharaoh in Egypt. 
He has now provided a system that allows him to travel with them while they 
are still sinners, and he finishes the book by moving in with them.  But there is 
a powerful reminder that the story isn’t over.  Even the very best of them – his 
friend Moses, the one who has mediated between God and the people – 
can’t just walk into the tabernacle. 
We end the story still needing ‘one greater than Moses’ to come.21 

 
21 Hebrews 3:3 


