Family values

August café services 2026

Intfroduction

At Christ Church we want to be areal family in Jesus Christ. What
are the family values of Jesus’' family? According to the gospels,

the community around Jesus was:

e Welcoming
o Grateful
e Following

e Hopeful

We're going o spend the August Café services this year looking at

those values.



Welcoming

Think of a time someone made you feel really welcome. Now
think of a time you felt unwelcome. Discuss the difference around

your tables.

Who do you think Jesus welcomed? Look at the following verses

to find out:

e Matthew 11:28
e Matthew 19:14
e John 17:27

e John 6:37

Discuss around your tables:

e Who did he welcome?

e How did he make people feel welcome?

(You may know other bible stories about Jesus welcoming people.

Share those too.)
Now consider the following questions:

e Have you experienced the welcome of Jesus?e
e What makes it difficult for us to welcome like Jesus?
e How do you think we at Christ Church can welcome people

more like Jesus did?

(If your table has some good ideas, please send Jim a message
about it)






Grateful

Have you noticed that some people have ‘the attitude of
gratitude’ — and some people just don't? Discuss the differences

around your tables.

Did you know that Jesus was famously grateful?2 Read the

following passages to hear him:

e Luke 10:21
e Luke 24:30-31 (Jesus is recognised by his gratitude)

Why is Jesus so grateful - who to and what fore

Did you know that Jesus sees gratitude as a mark of true faith?

Read about it:

e Luke 7:40-47
o Luke 17:11-19

Now consider the following questions:

e For personal reflection
o What does your gratitude say about you? Are you
more like Simon or the woman<¢ Are you more like the
one or the nine?
e For group discussion
o Where do we, as a church, have an ‘attitude of
gratitude’, and where do we not?

o How do you think Christ Church can grow in gratitude?

(If your table has some good ideas, please send Jim a message
about it)






Following

Do you know a very single-minded person who is clearly ‘on a
mission’e Are you someone who needs a bit more of what they

have (or a bit less)e Discuss these things around your table.

Did you know that Jesus was completely single-minded? Read

about it:

e John 5:19
e John 8:28
o Luke 22:42

What is Jesus determined to do?¢

Did you know that he expects his disciples (that's us) to follow him
single-mindedly too? There are several different aspects to this.

Read about some of them:

e John 17:18-19 (Jesus is praying here about his first disciples)
e John 17:22-23 (Jesus is praying here about us)
e Matthew 28:18-20

Now discuss these questions:

e What does following Jesus involve?

e How does he help us?

e Honestly, do you think we are single-mindedly following Jesus
as a churche

e How can we grow as followers together?

(If your table has some good ideas, please send Jim a message
about it)






Hopeful

What kind of things do you really look forward to — so much you
can ‘taste’ it2 What difference does it make when you have

something big to look forward toe Discuss this around your tables.

Did you know that Jesus expects us to ‘taste’ and look forward to

the Kingdom of Heavene Read about it:

e John 14:1-4
e John 14:15-19
e John 16:33

Now discuss these questions:

e For personal reflection
o Do you have deeper roots in the world orin the
Kingdom of Heaven?
o Do you give time to draw near to Jesus and ‘taste’ the
nearness he promises?
e For group discussion
o Which of the things we do as a church make the
Kingdom of Heaven more real to you?
o How could we bring the hope and peace and
presence Jesus promises more to life in our fimes

together?

(If your table has some good ideas, please send Jim a message

about it)



