
 
 
Christianity is all about Jesus. 
Jesus is God’s Christ (King), and Christ-ians are people who have 
asked him to be our Lord & King.  The word means ‘Christ’s-people’. 
We will spend the rest of our lives getting to know and trust Jesus 
better.  So, it’s a wonderful thing to have detailed biographies of his 
human life.  The gospels (Matthew, Mark, Luke and John) tell us who 
he was, why he came, and how to respond to his call. 
But they’re not instruction manuals.  They’re a series of stories.  We 
get to know Jesus though the words of eyewitnesses who knew him 
themselves.  They tell us what he said and did and what it was like 
to be with him. 
We’re going to spend this term reading about 7 diKerent people who 
met Jesus.  All the meetings we’re looking at are in John’s gospel.  
He, more than any other gospel-writer, used these meetings or 
encounters to help us know Jesus for ourselves.1 

 
1 John 20:30-31 



My prayer is that we at Christ Church will get to know Jesus better 
as we read and consider these 7 meetings.  It’s the Sunday-school 
prayer, ‘Lord Jesus, grant that we may see you more clearly, love you 
more dearly, and follow you more nearly day by day (or meeting by 
meeting)’. 

What’s in the series? 
Here is the plan for the term with dates, passages and themes.  We 
will spend 2 weeks on each meeting - one all-age (AA) week and one 
Holy Communion (HC) week. 
 

Date Season Type of 
service Bible reading Theme 

7th April E2 AA Nathaniel (John 
1:43-50) He knows you 

14th April E3 HC 
21st April E4 AA Nicodemus (John 

3:1-15) 
He'll challenge 
you 28th April E5 HC 

5th May E6 AA Samaritan woman 
(John 4:7-26) He'll satisfy you 

12th May E7 HC 
19th May Pentecost AA Acts 2:1-21 Seasonal theme 
26th May Trinity HC John 3:16-17 Seasonal theme 
2nd June P2 AA Disabled man (John 

5:1-8) 
He'll question 
you 9th June P3 HC 

16th June P4 AA Temple guards (John 
7:37-49) He'll surprise you 

23rd June P5 HC 
30th June P6 Brunch TBC TBC 
7th July P7 AA 

Mary (John 20:11-18) He'll change your 
world 14th July P8 HC 

21st July P9 AA 
Peter (John 21:15-19) He'll restore you 

28th July P10 HC 



Preaching and teaching this term 
These stories show us that Jesus has a goal for every meeting.  He is 
intentional.  He wants everyone he meets to know him better and to 
respond to him as Lord and King.  Therefore, we should also be 
intentional.  We don’t just learn about Jesus to make us feel better 
(though he does make everything better) or to correct our thinking 
(though he does turn our thinking upside down).  We learn about 
him so that we can respond to him as Lord and King.  Exploring 
these meetings, that should be our aim too. 
The stories also show us that Jesus deals very diKerently with 
diKerent people.  For example, he is incredibly gentle with some 
people and very firm with others.  He knows what’s needed in each 
situation.  But we at Christ Church are a mixed group.  Therefore, we 
shouldn’t take his tone in one meeting and apply it to everyone in 
church.  Like Jesus, we should aim to ‘disturb the comfortable and 
comfort the disturbed’. 
Finally, these are stories.  Stories help us get ‘inside’ an experience.  
So, when we learn from them, let’s not just extract the principle and 
explain that – let’s tell the story and use the power of story to help 
us experience Jesus. 
 

Brief outlines and ideas for each meeting 
Below are a few reflections on each story.  It’s certain that preparing 
for Sunday the preacher will find much more.  It’s also possible that 
he or she will abandon these early ideas.  But these should help us 
to get us started and make sure we’re not all saying the same thing. 
  



1 Nathaniel – He knows you. 
Nathaniel was direct, and he was cynical.  He said what he thought.  
And he didn’t suKer fools or fluK gladly.  He’s just the sort who 
would run a mile from a UK church of today.  He would think church 
is for ‘nicey nicey’ people who will believe anything – the opposite of 
him. 
Jesus does 2 things Nathaniel needs to get him listening.  He shows 
that he knows him, and he shows that he’s not put oK by his 
truthfulness – in fact he values it.  This gets under Nathaniel’s 
defences! 
Possible implications 

1. Lots of people think Jesus doesn’t know about them unless 
they believe in him.  But Jesus already knows everyone in the 
world.  He knows how you tick whether we believe in him or 
not. 

2. Lots of people think Jesus is only for ‘nicey nicey’ types, but 
Jesus is for all types.  In fact, you can only really meet with him 
if you’re honest about things and stop being false. 

3. Lots of people think Jesus is for gullible people who will believe 
anything, but Jesus can easily stand up to careful and critical 
examination – as long as it’s honest examination. 

For Sunday Club 
Perhaps the first point is the big one and the easiest for children.  
Even if you don’t believe in him, Jesus already knows everything 
about you.  You could discuss: 

• What do you think he knows about each personality here? 
(What would your friends say about you?) 

• What do you think he would say to you if you were walking 
towards him like Nathaniel?  (Something to show he knows you 
and wants you to know him too.) 



2 Nicodemus – He’ll challenge you. 
Nicodemus was an expert, an authority, a teacher.  He thought he 
knew most things.  He wanted to know how Jesus fitted into his 
understanding.  He wanted to get his facts straight. 
Jesus didn’t even let him finish his question.  He told Nicodemus 
that he needed to start again from scratch – like a baby.  He needed 
new information, a new way of thinking and understanding, and a 
new life.  He told him that he was completely in the dark. 
By the end of the meeting, we don’t know what Nicodemus made of 
all this.  But later Nicodemus was one of the two men who anointed 
Jesus’ body for burial (John 19:39). 
Possible implications 

1. If you’re wondering if Jesus fits into your understanding, maybe 
he doesn’t.  Maybe your understanding must change to fit 
Jesus. 

2. If you’re only wanting to know who Jesus is, maybe that’s not 
enough.  Maybe he wants to change who you are. 

For Sunday Club 
People who have made their minds up may find it diKicult to see 
who Jesus is.  Being too clever can make you blind to the obvious. 

• Could use the story of the emperor’s new clothes. 
  



3 Samaritan woman – He’ll satisfy you. 
This woman was thirsty for happiness.  She lived in a very traditional 
culture, but she had not found happiness in her marriage, so she 
looked elsewhere again, and again, and again and again.  She was 
now ashamed of her mess and avoided people – coming to collect 
water in the heat of the day when no-one else was around. 
Jesus can see her thirst.  He starts by talking about ‘drinking water’ 
from the well, then changes the meaning to ‘soul water’ – life-giving 
happiness and satisfaction.  She seems to know that God’s Messiah 
will bring satisfaction.  So, Jesus tells her (before anyone else) that 
he is the Messiah.  He shares his secret with her even though she is 
full of shame. 
Possible implications 

• Jesus knows that he is the only one who can satisfy our 
longings and he wants to do that for us. 

• Jesus isn’t more distant or reserved with people who carry 
shame, he shares more of himself with them.  (Compare this 
meeting with Nicodemus in the last chapter). 

Sunday Club 
Possible discussion: Why do you think Jesus wants you to trust him?  
I’m guessing there will be lots of good answers – but I’d be surprised 
is one of them is ‘to give you happiness’. 
  



4 Disabled man – He’ll question you. 
The man by the pool had been disabled for 38 years.  We don’t know 
if he had Cerebral Palsy, or Polio, or an injury.  We do know that he 
had got stuck.  He’s by this healing pool but when the ‘healing spirit’ 
comes, he has no-one to help him in and gets pushed aside.  After 
this long, we’ve got to wonder if he’s given up and being here is just 
a gesture.  Can anyone keep their hopes up for 38 years? 
Jesus sees him and finds out about him.  He wants this man to 
decide if he still has hope.  So, he asks him the big question, ‘Do you 
want to get well?’  Then he heals him. 
Possible implications 
The Samaritan woman had ruined her life chasing her longings.  But 
some people ruin their lives by giving up on their longings.  It’s 
amazingly easy to ‘make peace’ with suKering, sin and 
disappointment – to stop believing that we were made for more.  
Jesus had to remind some people that there is more to life than 
what they’d settled for. 
Sunday Club 
We don’t want this to be a ‘chase your dreams’ session, but we do 
want the children to see that the world isn’t supposed to be like 
this.  Some of their dreams are ‘eternity planted in their hearts’.  
Maybe it’s worth going through all the hard things in life and 
explaining how they will ‘come untrue’ in heaven – sadness, pain, 
separation, disappointment, anger, war, loneliness and even death.  
Jesus has beaten them all. 
  



5 Temple guards – He’ll surprise you. 
We know almost nothing about these men.  They’re ‘uniforms’ in the 
enemy camp.  The chief priests and Pharisees had sent them to 
arrest Jesus (v.32).  They had heard him teaching and returned to 
their bosses.  Disobeying orders was a big deal.  It brought insults 
and contempt from the Pharisees (v.47-48), and it might cost them 
their jobs.  So why didn’t they do what they were told? 
It’s simple, ‘No one ever spoke the way this man does.’  You don’t 
need to be an expert, or even sympathetic to Jesus’ cause to see it.  
His authority speaks for itself. 
Possible implications 
It’s easy to divide people into categories ‘likely to respond to Jesus’ 
and ‘unlikely to respond to Jesus’.  But that’s not how it works.  Jesus 
regularly changes the hearts and lives of people we would think of 
as thoroughly ‘un-Christian’ – criminals, terrorists, even fanatics 
sent to bomb Christian meetings.  We mustn’t judge. 
It’s also tempting to ‘tune’ what we say about Jesus to try to fit the 
ears that are hearing it.  If we do that, we are underestimating the 
power and authority of the raw words of Jesus.  There is no 
substitute for telling someone what he actually said and did – ‘Jesus 
said…’. 
Sunday Club 
This seems like a good week to show that no-one is too far away for 
Jesus.  There might be children there who feel that they’re just not 
the type, or who have friends who seem beyond Jesus. 
There are lots of stories of unlikely people responding to Jesus – tax 
collectors, people with shame, rich people, poor people.  You could 
ask if they can imagine anyone who is beyond Jesus’ forgiveness. 



6 Mary – He’ll change your world 
Mary Magdalene is the woman ‘from whom Jesus had driven out 7 
demons’.2  She was amongst the group of women that accompanied 
Jesus and supported his ministry financially.3  There is no direct 
evidence that she’s the ‘sinful woman’ who wept over and anointed 
Jesus’ feel early in his ministry,4 or Lazarus’ sister Mary (who also 
anointed Jesus’ feet late in his ministry).5  But both are possible.  
Either way, she is deeply devoted to Jesus. 
Now her saviour and lord is dead – and her hopes have died with 
him.  At the earliest opportunity she comes to mourn at his tomb.  
But it’s been opened, and his body is gone.  After brining his 
disciples to show them, she stays and weeps when everyone else 
has gone. 
Then Jesus appears to her – before anyone else, and when she 
doesn’t recognise him, he calls her name.  Nothing will ever be the 
same again for Mary.  Not even death can separate her from her 
lord. 
Possible implications 
If Jesus calls your name, he changes everything.  He doesn’t call 
you into a new worldview, or a rule of life.  He calls you, an 
individual he knows by name, into the deepest possible personal 
relationship with him.  It’s an unbreakable relationship; nothing can 
separate you from him – not even death itself. 
Sunday Club 
This seems like a good week to emphasise that being a Christian 
isn’t about a set of beliefs or habits, it’s about a relationship.  When 
Jesus calls, he calls you as a person – and he calls you to know him 
as a person. 
Perhaps draw comparisons with other intimate personal 
relationships – friendships, parents etc. 

 
2 Luke 8:2 
3 Luke 8:3 
4 Luke 7:38 
5 John 12:3 



7 Peter – He’ll restore you 
Peter is the most self-suKicient and whole-hearted of the disciples.  
He’s always the one saying, ‘I’ll do it’.  But Jesus’ arrest taught him 
that he’s not the man he thought he was.  He’s not brave but a 
coward.  He’s not honest, but a liar.  He’s not faithful and 
dependable, but self-protective.  He’s eKectively resigned from 
Jesus’ service and gone back to fishing.  He knows Jesus has beaten 
death, but he doesn’t imagine he’s fit for Jesus’ service anymore. 
Jesus asks Peter back into his service.  And he does it in a beautiful 
way.  He gives him three chances to say ‘I love you’ – one for each 
denial.  And Peter knows that Jesus knows that each ‘I love you’ is 
true.  Peter’s qualification for serving Jesus is no longer his 
capability, it’s his love. 
Possible implications 

1. Some of us are ‘Peters’ – who want to bring our strengths and 
gifts to the table in Jesus’ service.  Some of us are ‘anti-Peters’ – 
who think we have no role because we have nothing to bring to 
the table.  Both types have something to learn.  The only think 
we can bring to the table is love for Jesus. 

2. Furthermore, if we love him, our failures do not disqualify us 
from Jesus’ service.  He came for failures, expects us to fail 
him, and has given his life so that our failures no longer count 
against us. 

Sunday Club 
I wonder if the second point is the one to teach the children.  I think 
the phrase ‘God of second chances’ can be a good one to help it go 
in.  But, if you use that phrase and idea, please show how he’s also 
the God of third, fourth and ‘seventy times seven ‘chances.  You 
can’t fail more times than he can forgive. 



Other resources 
Timothy Keller, Encounters with Jesus: unexpected answers to life’s 
biggest questions.Hodder and Stoughton, 2015 
https://www.thegoodbook.co.uk/encounters-with-jesus-1 
 


